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ANIMAL HOUSE
Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S.A.
Design: 1997
Construction: 2000

Community and Privacy

On a 77 acre site outside of Cincinnati, Ohio,
and old farmhouse, barn and pond create a cen-
tral communally accessed zone. Twelve new
homes are to be built on the edge of the sur-
rounding woods on 5 acre parcels. Residents can
access trails leading to the central zone and
along the many creeks in the forested ravines
which the houses overlook.

While each house is a unit in the whole, they
are given ceremonial significance in the land-
scape. Rejecting irrelevant european styles and
precedents, we embrace the local Native Ameri-
can custom of moundbuilding. The houses are
placed upon a base tying the dwelling to and ele-
vating it above mother earth.

Within the privacy of the home a duality of
public and private carries through. Firstly the
house is situated on each site to maximize pri-
vacy from its neighbor while still allowing ac-
cess to the common zone. Inside, bedrooms and
service spaces surround the 2 story high living
room. A hallway and mezzanine link the more
intimate spaces with the common areas of the house.
Man and Nature
Since the cave paintings of Lascaux, man has
sought to define his place in nature through rep-
resentation. By witnessing animals in the land-
scape he mirrored his own reflection, pursuits
and desires through art. When seen as a whole,
this house becomes animal-like, an architectural
gesture toward primitivism in our high tech
world. Much like the nearby “Serpent Mound,”
built by a prehistoric culture, the thick founda-
tion line along the north side of the building cuts
through the landscape, coiled and crawling like a
forgotten ruin.

A successful program is found by linking
spaces in the order of the body of the animal.
The head is the master suite, the limbs/wings are
?dloming bedrooms, den and kitchen, the belly
13 a gathering place, and the tail is an exit and
utility area. Within each limb an inner organ ex-
trudes, as the flesh of living space within the
building’s skin. These shapes become partition
walls, closets and roofs.

Thf: structural and mechanical systems are
also interconnected with nature. The house is
heated with passive solar energy by employing
_ Southfacing glass in front of the concrete fin
ribs, flagstone floor and stone hearth which act
‘ :Slthe.rmal. mass absorbing heat in the day and

cleasing it at night. Structurally, the building

_°Xpresses a skeleton that contains and supports
the organs and skin.

rehitects: SCO Studio—Geaffrey Collins, prin-
pal-m-charge; Wayne Brando, Nick Velvetti,
iglerson Woods, project team
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