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VENICE GUEST HOUSE 
Venice, California, US.A. 

This new house in Los Angeles is proposed for 

a small site between a busy avenue and a quiet 
seaside walking street. This project attempts to 
resolve the conflict of intimacy and transience 

in this place through the anchoring and dis
placement of architectonics. 

The constraints of the lot are addressed by 
maximizing the verticality and minimizing the 

profile of the project. A breakdown of the mass
ing consists of three major architectural ele
ments in concert with each other. The dominant 
element of the wrapping WALL, which with the 

secondary element of the flying ROOF plane, 
surrounds the core VOLUME element. 

The three elements of wall, roof and volume 

have symbolic and practical applications. The 

wall is a blanket shielding one from the noise of 
the streets. The surface of this bookending verti
cal plane is tested by pushing the window ele
ments in and out in bas relief fashion. Its angled 
ascent follows the vertical circulation inside. 
The •'flying' roof also wraps the structure. It de
fines an internal periphery, enclosing the inti
mate parts of the house. The screen clad volume 

is a symbolic 'body' or protected central core 

that functions as the roof deck. 
The circulation from street to roof is a con

trolled experience. After garaging the car, one 

must proceed to the back of the lot and climb an 
exterior stair. From this vantage point the whole 

of the house may be experienced. One then 
crosses the bridge, enters the house and travels 
along the rhythm of vertical glass along the 

west side of the first floor. The ascent continues 
along the wrapping wall to the second floor 

bedrooms where one turns again along the pe
riphery to climb to the roof. The reward is spec
tacular views of the Santa Monica bay and 
mountains around the Los Angeles basin. 

This project is slated for fast track construction in 

2001. The building is to be sheathed with prefabri
cated Structural Insulated Panels. Solar cells will 
provide electrical assistance and natural breezes will 
cool the building. This will be a 'green' building. 
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Architects: SCO Studio-Geofrey Collins, prin

cipal-in-charge; Hayde Franco, Wayne Biando, 

project team 
Clients: Shaun Stern 
Consultants: Andrew Lisowsy, structural

Structural system: 'R' panel systems, structural

insulated prefabricated shell
Major materials: zinc roofing, cement panel sid-

ing, wood siding 
Site area: 1,800 sq.ft. 
Total floor area: 1,000 sq.ft.
Cost: $130,000 East elevation 






